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The present paper blazes a trail in exploring the penmanship of the tablet 
inscriptions of the Northern Dynasties (also called as Weibei) and their influences on 
current Chinese calligraphy. Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern Dynasties 
enjoyed a boom in China’s history of calligraphy. It was during this historical period 
that the rice paper was invented and Buddhism was introduced into China; 
furthermore, it was also during this period that the aesthetic theories of calligraphy 
arose and laid the groundwork for the later development of the art of calligraphy. 
Besides, the rises and falls of dynasties, the encounter of Taoism, Confucianism and 
Buddhism and the scholastic pursuit of a secluded life—all of these contributed to the 
rise of a brand-new style of calligraphy. 
The present paper mainly examines the penmanship and the aesthetic values of 
Weibei and its influences on the development of the art of calligraphy in later periods 
such as the Ming and Qing Dynasties as well as its representation in modern Chinese 
calligraphy. At its inception, Weibei, with its strong and tough penmanship, was 
considerably different from the free and cursive style of Wang Xizhi and was thus 
reminiscent of the ancient art of stone inscriptions. Weibei, as a new style in 
calligraphy, enjoyed an immediate success after its rise and demonstrated its verve 
and vitality as it inspired later generations of calligraphers. It is found that since then 
almost all the celebrated calligraphers have willingly or unwillingly incorporated the 
penmanship of Weibei in their works. It is also discovered that Weibei was derived 
from a time when the development of Chinese calligraphy was in its heyday, and 
therefore encompassed a variety of unique features as it learned widely from other 
different styles of calligraphy. During the reign of Qianlong and Jiaqing in the Qing 
Dynasty, Weibei was even more extensively studied by calligraphers and scholars 
who created a trend that promoted the further development of this calligraphic style. 
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